
 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

November 27, 2016               10:30 AM 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please fill out the Friendship Pad found at the end of 
your pew and pass it along to others. During the prelude 
speak to God, during the service let God speak to you, 
after the service speak to one another. 

 
PRELUDE  

 O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. Bene Hammel 
 

* CALL TO CELEBRATION  Rev. Pat Rabun  

Pastor:   How shall we prepare this house for the 

birth of Jesus? 

People:  With branches of cedar, the tree of 

excellence and strength. 

Pastor:   How shall we prepare this house for the 

eternal Christ? 

People:  With garlands of pine and fir, whose 

leaves are ever living, ever green. 

Pastor:   How shall we prepare this house for the 

prophet of Galilee? 

People:  With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling 

of his passion, death and resurrection. 

Pastor:   How shall we prepare our hearts for this 

revelation of God? 

People:   By hearing again the words of the 

prophets and the promises of God.  

Pastor:   For in the story of Jesus we see revealed 

the transforming power of God. We are 

reminded anew of God’s vision of 

wholeness, justice and peace for all 

creation. 

People:   Thanks be to God.  
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
The Reverend Patrick Rabun, Minister 

David Heinzman, Director of Music Ministry   

Pastor Pat, Children’s Message 

Caitlin Noe, Acolyte  

Tricia and Brian Ennis, Jane Davis,  

and Sharon Minor, Ushers 

 
Tim Karp, Sound Engineer 

 

Marie Godsell and Jim Martz 

Officers of the Month 
 
 

Welcome, one and all, to this time 
of worship. We are blessed to 

have you with us today. 
 

Ushers are available  
for your assistance.  

 
If you are interested in joining 

Little Chapel on the Boardwalk, 
please contact Pastor Pat at 

(910) 256-2819 ext. 103 

 
Please silence all cell phones 

 and do not bring food or drink  
into the sanctuary. 
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* HYMN NO. 82 HYFRYDOL 
“Come, Thou Long - Expected Jesus” 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH The Schild Family 
Advent is a time of expectation and is symbolized, not only by the four-week period of preparation, 

but also by the lighting of an Advent candle on each Sunday of the season. The flame of each new 

candle reminds us that something is happening, and something more is still to come.    
 

 RESPONSIVE HYMN NO. 85 (verse one only) TIF IN VELDELE 
"Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah" 

 

THE MEANING OF THE SERVICE                                          Rev. Pat Rabun 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Selected passages from Isaiah 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS            Deacon Marcia Rabun 

Leader:   We’re bringing in the Christmas greens, the symbols, the traditions that 

make Christmas so unique. 

People:   We’re bringing holly and evergreens to decorate this sanctuary to 

remind us of Christmas love and cheer. 

Leader:   Everywhere in homes and churches we hang the Christmas greens. 

People:   And now in our joy and merriment, we call to mind the meaning of 

each of the symbols. For these are symbols to remind us of the gift 

God gave us in Jesus. 
 

(While the congregation is singing, the children are invited to come and decorate the Christmas tree 
with Chrismons. When they finish, they will sit at the base of the tree  

and join Pastor Pat for the Children’s Message.) 
 

CAROL           NOS GALAN 
“Deck the Hall” 

 

Deck the hall with boughs of holly, Fa la la la la, la la la la, 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Don we now our gay apparel, Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 

Troll the ancient Christmas carol, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
 



 
 

See the blazing Yule before us, Fa la la la la, la la la la, 

Strike the harp and join the chorus, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Follow me in merry measure, Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 

While I tell of Yuletide treasure, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
 

Fast away the old year passes, Fa la la la la, la la la la, 

Hail the new, ye lads and lasses, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 

Laughing, quaffing all together, Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 

Heedless of the wind and weather, Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                 Rev. Pat Rabun 
 

THE CHRISTMAS TREE AND EVERGREENS 
John 3:16-18, 35 – 36 

 

HYMN NO.136                              GO TELL IT 
"Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

THE PARAMENTS AND ADVENT COLORS 
 

HYMN NO. 88 (stanzas 1-4)                              VENI EMMANUEL 
"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 

 

THE CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA 
Luke 1:46-50 

 

 SPECIAL MUSIC   
  I Wonder as I Wander Appalachian Spiritual 

Daniel Paparozzi, soloist 
 

THE NATIVITY 
Luke 2:1-7 

  

HYMN NO. 115                               MUELLER 
"Away in a Manger" 

 

THE CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS 
Psalm 100:1-2 

 

* HYMN NO. 119   MENDELSSOHN 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 



 
 

THE CHRIST OF CHRISTMAS 
The greatest gift of Christmas is the Gift of God in Jesus Christ. All that we do at this Holy 

Season points to that expression of Holy Love. Christmas came as a babe in Bethlehem, God's 

gift at Christmas. In that gift is life, hope and a future. 
 

ANTHEM      
Keep Your Lamp Trimmed and Burning  André Thomas 

Chancel Choir 
 

ADVENT PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 
What is This Lovely Fragrance? arr. Paul Manz 
 

* DOXOLOGY    ADESTE FIDELES 
O come, let us adore him; O come let us adore him;  

O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
    

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* CLOSING HYMN NO. 134   ANTIOCH 
“Joy to the World!” 

 

* BLESSING AND SENDING (unison) 

Now may the God who has called us to live in hope and expectation, go with 

us as we journey in faith toward that new future created by God’s love that 

has dwelt, and continues to dwell among us and in us. We go in His grace 

and in His peace. 
 

* POSTLUDE    
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear arr. Richard Ellsasser 

* All who are able, please stand.  All musical texts are used by permission, OneLicense.net, no. A-718092. 

 
 

The flowers gracing the front of the sanctuary today are given by Gerda Strahl in loving memory  
of her husband Wolfgang (on what would have been their 61st wedding anniversary) 

 and in loving memory of their daughter Monika. 


